
 1 

 

Dove Tales  
Women in Need Growing Stronger  Fall 2009 

From the President...  
 
Hello to all the faithful and new supporters, of WINGS of Providence. 
 As the new President of WINGS, I am excited to greet the upcoming year. Our Board, for the 
first time, has a full complement of fifteen Board members. They are dedicated, hardworking people with 
a firm commitment to assist the women and children living at WINGS, move on to independent, safe and 
secure lives free from the cycle of family violence. They care! 
 I must take a moment to thank our outgoing President, Marta Burns, for all the time and effort 
she has displayed over the last six years. She has been the perfect role model for all of us, in her desire 
to improve the lives of families that flee family violence and help see to their ongoing independent lives 
with improved self confidence. Marta has been tireless in her devotion to WINGS and I can only hope to 
meet the standard she has set . Marta, you are the angel that supports WINGS. 
 At our September Board meeting, the Board voted unanimously to construct a third stage apart-
ment building for our families. This became a necessity when low cost housing became scarce and our 
families encountered great difficulty finding affordable and safe places to live once they left WINGS. 
Board members strongly agreed we had to do something to fill this gap.  A feasibility study and business 
plan were prepared and studied carefully. These documents let us know we could do this! As a result, 
we are heading into a major fundraising campaign beginning this October. We hope and pray our gener-
ous supporters will help us reach this goal in any way they can. Every donation, large or small, is greatly 
appreciated and will help families hurt by violence and displaced from their homes find a happier life. We 
look forward to hearing from you. Marta Burns has volunteered to be the Chairperson of the Steering 
and Campaign Committees for this project. We are so lucky to have her! 
 We hope you check out the ñMake Believe Ballò fundraiser, on our website, at the end of Octo-
ber. There is more information regarding the online auction in the newsletter. 
 As always, we are looking for volunteers to help in many different ways at WINGS. If you have 
time and want to help out please call WINGS of Providence at 780 426 4985. 
 
Have a wonderful fall and letôs hope it doesnôt get cold too soon! 
 
Alice Keylor 
Board President 
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   Statistics  

 
   From April 1, 1987 to Sep 30, 2009 

   WINGS has accommodated 852 families including: 
                      852 women with 
 1964 Children 

          For a total of  2816 persons 
 

From the Annual General Meeting in June Pat  Garrett shared some wisdom:  
 
 The past year brought many reasons to be proud of the work we do assisting women and their 
children fleeing family violence.  Sadly, in Alberta 12,000 women and children were residents in shelters.   
Many more were not accommodated.   Alberta leads the provinces in domestic assault, homicide and 
stalking.  Edmonton Police Service receives 5,500 reports of family violence yearly.  In Alberta 244 
women were murdered by their spouse 1975-2004: an average of 8 each year.  Now more than ever 
Wings needs to provide this vital service to abused women and children.  Wings gives the women and 
children an opportunity to start healing from abusive relationships, find the resources for affordable 
housing, acquire income and develop goals for the future.  This is accomplished by providing a safe, 
secure and warm living environment with comprehensive programs and services. 
 

 Wingsô Board and Staff are striving to assist abused women and children meet their goals and 
reduce barriers in their lives.  This is accomplished by listening to the needs of the families we serve.  
Wingsô staff has identified the need to increase capacity of our child care program to enhance the ser-
vices provided to women and their pre-school children; this to both in-house residents as well as clients 
in the Transition Program.   By providing women access to a quality child care program on a drop-in ba-
sis women will be able to attend important legal, medical, educational and employment appointments.  
Thanks to Childrenôs Services, I am happy to report that this year we will be able to expand the child 
care services provided to in-house residents and clients who are former residents in the Transition Pro-
gram. 
 

 Wings identified a lack of affordable housing available to women discharging.  Women who 
have four or more children, who are First Nation or who are immigrants may face even more limited ac-
cess to affordable housing.  Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 2006 study found that abused 
women not only have difficulty finding safe, affordable housing, but may be discriminated against by 
landlords.  The fear of becoming homeless can be a factor for abused womenôs decisions to remain or 
return to an abusive partner.  The Wingsô Board is moving forward to determine the feasibility of building 
long term affordable housing for women and children discharging from Wings.  I would like to thank 
CMHC for the funding to complete the Feasibility Study.  
  
 The Our Children Program will continue; a collaborative partnership with three community 
schools, The Family Centre and Wings.  It provides increased support to families residing at Wings as 
well as assisting children, who are referred from the partner schools, and who are experiencing chal-
lenges at school. i.e. bullying, low self-esteem.  Thanks to The Family Centre for funding the Our Chil-
dren Project for the next school year.  The Healing Circle received another year of funding to facilitate 
groups to enhance services to First Nation families by providing culturally appropriate services from Eld-
ers, a Wings social worker and The Family Centre. 
 

   This past year has brought the society many successes.  Thanks to a supportive community.  
This enables us to continue our life transforming work to end violence against women.  Thank you. 
 
Patricia Garrett 
Executive Director 
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Itôs Time to Say Goodbye & Spread Your Wings and Flyé 
 
 As the summer spirals to an end, itôs time to say goodbye and look forward to the transitions 
that will occur and the new goals that will be set.  Goodbyes are not a chance for you to forget so that 
you can simply move on.  They are a chance for you to take what you have learned so that you can 
grow into a better person and share your knowledge with those who will come into your life in the fu-
ture.  Goodbyes may be difficult to say but without them we would not be able to walk down a path of 
new challenges that life entails.  
 As human beings we strive to grow and whether we do it consciously or unconsciously, it is 
who we are. Itôs part of natural selection and what makes us smarter will help us survive longer in the 
various environments that we encounter. In order to grow, we must build on previous experiences and 
knowledge and that is why it is so important to have Wings here for the moms and children who have 
experienced family violence.  What the families learn while they are here helps them gain their confi-
dence and self-worth again so they can have a better future.  
 I can only imagine what a huge leap the moms have made to say goodbye to their abusers so 
they could follow the little glimmer of hope at the end of the dark and cold tunnel.  It is because these 
moms are willing to face new challenges that they are the ones who succeed here at Wings.  They are 
the ones who teach their children about inner strength and to not be afraid to ask for help when they 
need it.  If these moms did not say goodbye and leave, imagine where they will be now and the future 
they would have.  Family violence is an endless cycle if no one acts to stop it and if no help is out 
there to support these families.  
 As my time at Wings is coming to a quick end, itôs my turn to say goodbye.  Although Iôm not 
taking as big a leap as the families have to get here, it will still be a challenge entering the health care 
world. As I slowly say my goodbyes, I will remember all the staff, families, volunteers and donors.  
Each and every person who has walked into Wings in the past 2 years has left their footprints in my 
heart and has taught me something new. I will forever treasure the memories I have made at Wings 
and I hope to make more through various volunteer opportunities.  
 I truly value my position here as a receptionist and now I pass all of this knowledge on to 
Alana Bilawey, our new receptionist in training.  I know she will enjoy working at Wings as much as I 
have!  
 
Nova Yan   (We already miss Nova-She was a great employee) 

   

out  
   

for our 4th Annual  

Make Believe Ball & Online Auction Invitation  
(Online Auction from October 26 -November 8  

(www.wingsofprovidence.ca ) 
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We all had some pet therapy at our 

petting zoo on July 30. 

Lynette Hoines (Summer Student) in front 

of Kiwanis Safety Cityôs Tim Hortons.  

Erica Knutson (Youth Worker), the re-
cruiter for Kiwanis Safety Cityôs  
Wal-Mart..  

Our kids having a blast cruising around Kiwanis 

Safety City. 


