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Seasondés Greetings from the Direct

It is hard to believe that the end of 2009 is fast approaching which causes me to reflect
on the past year and accomplishments. | would like to thank our Board of Directors, volun-
teers, friends and staff for their dedication to the families at Wings.

During this holiday season, as throughout the year, your commitment to women and
children fleeing family violence remains strong. It is a privilege to work with you all as we strive
to assist abused women and their children meet their goals and reduce barriers in their lives.
Sadly Alberta leads the country in domestic violence and in 2008-2009, over ten thousand
women and over five thousand children were accommodated in shelters across the province.
As you can see there is still Much To Do About Family Violence! This is why we are continu-
ally striving for the best outcomes we can for the families we work with. Abused women across
this province have identified that a lack of safe affordable housing is a barrier to allowing them
to move forward with their lives and reduce poverty. This is what we do at Wings is listen to
the families and what they need. Wings is now preparing to move forward with a Capital Cam-
paign to build long term affordable housing. We will keep you posted on our plans in the New
Year.

I would like to wish you all Happy Holidays and to thank you all for making a difference
in the lives of women and children who have experi- .
enced the devastating effects of family violence. e

Patricia Garrett,
Executive Director
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Ed Butler (middle) President of Edmonton Public Jill Didow, Executive Director of Realtors Com-
Teachers Local 37 presenting a cheque to Alice munity Foundation making a donation to Linda
Keylor, President and Dan Wiart, Treasurer. Churchill, Manager, Resources & Development.

Extraordinary Volunteer Spotlight

Sadly we say goodbye to Dale Joslin who has volunteered with Wings several years as a baby cuddler.
Dale was a great helper with Jane and Dianne in child care and an excellent male role-model. Dale has
had to retire from childcare but will still be supportive on the sidelines of course. Marta Burns is stead-
ily moving us forward with our Project Next Door. Marta has dedicated a big chunk of her life to the
families at Wings. She has been on the Wings Board for 2 x 3 year terms, twice. Yes - number people-
that is 12 years as a Board member. Incidentally, on her mandatory year off she headed the Capital
Campaign to build the current Wings in 2003. Marta is most certainly a visionary. All of our Board
members are hard working individuals who are volunteering for the right reasons. Thank you everyone.
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Gift wrapping 2009

We will be wrapping gifts at Wings on Tuesday December 15 and Wednesday December 16. Call
Linda - 780-426-4985 Ichurchill@wingsofprovidence.ca
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