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Dove Tales  
Women in Need Growing Stronger 

September  2011 
From the desk of the Executive Director, 
 Wings is now entering our 25th year of operation; incorporated under the Societies Act-
1986, then April 1987 Wings first opened its doors to twelve families.  Now Wings assists 20 
families in our 2nd stage shelter and serves many families through our Outreach Program.  
Presently Wings is involved with a Capital Campaign to build a 30 unit affordable housing pro-
ject and Rocky Forest Day Care.  With the dedication of Wings’ Board of Directors, staff and a 
supportive community we can make a difference and indeed see Women in need growing 
stronger. 
Wings has had another successful year in meeting the program outcomes and has success-
fully assisted 911 women and 2099 children break the cycle of violence in our residential pro-
gram since opening our doors in 1987.  Women accessing shelters require safe housing and 
support to deal with numerous complex issues which address the following:  1. Safety and se-
curity  2. Specialized domestic violence intervention  3.  Long term support to address trauma 
and health issues for themselves and their children   4.  Poverty 
  Domestic Violence traumatizes children many of whom are preschool age. We also 
know that the first five years of life are the most vulnerable developmentally. This is the period 
of the greatest brain growth and development.  Impacts of trauma on brain development in the 
first five years are lifelong.  This is the period of life when prevention works best and interven-
tion is easiest and quickest and there is opportunity to make an impact on preschool children.  
This is why the Wings daycare is so vital as well as connection with community partners to en-
hance attachment and parenting. Wings Children Exposed to Family Violence groups, recrea-
tion programs and our summer program certainly build on the strengths and resiliency of the 
children and youth at Wings. 
 Two of the major goals for Wings are:  When women and children exposed to domestic 
violence are given safe accommodation and support they will thrive.  Outreach builds capacity 
for women and their children to take steps to keep themselves safe in the community. 
Wings works towards the day when its services will no longer be needed. However the need is 
great to provide a continuum of support, remove barriers for women and children to have ac-
cess to safe affordable housing, support and daycare. Now is the time for Wings to move for-
ward with what we do well - which is listen to the needs of the families we serve.  I would like to 
thank all those who support Wings and the vital work we do. At Wings the planning has begun 
for a special 25th celebration of Wings and a grand opening of Our Home Next Door Affordable 
Housing Project in early 2012. We could not accomplish all this without you!   

Patricia Garrett,  (reprinted from the June Annual Report) 
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Child Care Chatter … 
 School begins, summer will come to a close and regular programming will be in full 
swing.  We have had a super busy couple of months.  We have had 25 children in Child Care 
this summer, so we were at maximum capacity.  This is a real reminder of how much a place 
as WINGS is needed! 
 Throughout the times of adjustment, working through issues, and healing, we have had 
many fun Family Days.  We had a wonderful summer kick-off Family Day with lots of carnival 
type games that were played as a family.  It’s so good to laugh and play together and of course 
to share a picnic lunch.   
 The highlight of the summer is when the Petting Zoo comes to WINGS.  The children 
and their moms have a hands on experience with so many different animals.  It’s a joy to watch 
how careful and loving the children are towards the animals.  Animals can be so therapeutic! 
 Tye-Dye Day was a huge success with each mom and child tye-dying their own T-
shirts.  What fun to see the looks of joy and pride on the children’s faces as they opened up 
their T-shirts to reveal the patterns they created.  We have a lot of talented and creative people 
at WINGS!! 
 Our school age children have had the privilege of attending a number of Camp Days at 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Ranch and they have invited all the Families at WINGS for a Family 
Camp Day.  Nature walks, wagon rides, water play, canoeing and a wiener roast lunch are a 
few of the activities enjoyed by all.  What a wonderful way to wrap-up our summer! 
 I am thankful that our families can experience these special days.   They deserve to 
have some fun after all they have been through.  I know these memories will stay with them for 
a very long time! 
 Thank you for your support so we can continue providing the opportunity for healing 
and growth, not only through our programs but also through our times of play! 
 

Jane Kooistra 
Child Care Supervisor 

 
P.S.  Child Care is always open to those who may be thinking of volunteering.  If you are inter-
ested in giving some of your time, Child Care staff would welcome anyone who could help us 
on Tuesday or Friday mornings. 

Statistics 
 

From April 1, 1987 to Aug 31, 2011 
WINGS has accommodated 928 families including: 

928 women with 
2141 Children 

For a total of  3069 persons 
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Learning together   … 
Each year we are fortunate to have 3 University summer students to mostly assist with the children 
when school closes.  The summer of 2011 was stellar for the children and it was made that way by 3 
fantastic young women who, by working with core staff,  took their duties seriously and made the sum-
mer a lot of fun for the kids at Wings.  Here is what they say: 
 Working at WINGS as summer students, we have had so many great experiences with 
the moms and children who live here.  Seeing the families grow and transition through their 
new lives has been such a rewarding experience and we are grateful to have had the opportu-
nity to be a part of it. We found working with the children to be a highlight of our summer, and 
enjoyed all of the activities and outings that we did with them all. From playing in the park and 
sharing snack time with the younger kids, to playing tag games and making crafts with the ado-
lescents, we loved these daily activities where we got to know all of the wonderful children and 
be strong role models for them.  As well, the weekly teen outings were always very fun-filled 
and exciting, doing things such as going to the Fringe Festival, Capital-Ex and the World Water 
park, as well as fun things at home, such as a beading seminar graciously provided by one of 
the moms.  We also really loved taking the adolescents to Our Lady Queen of Peace Ranch, 
for 6 awesomely fun and adventurous camp days. Not only have did we enjoy attending events 
with the families, but we also had the opportunity to attend the Aboriginal day festivities down-
town which allowed us to gain a better understanding of the culture and background of many of 
our families.  Lastly, a major highlight of this summer has been getting an apartment unit ready 
for a new family, and seeing their joy when they see the Welcome packages that we so care-
fully put together, to make their transition here as warm as possible.  It is amazing to see the 
generosity of the community, with the constant influx of donations that we have had the joy to 
lay out for the families. We have each felt so privileged to have shared this time with the fami-
lies, learning their stories and seeing their amazing strength, and are thankful to have had this 
enriching experience.  
Tonelle, Sarah & Cheryl  (Tonelle Dickinson, Sarah Herbert, Cheryl Holborn) 

Little wo(men) in need growing stronger   … 
From Kendra Cowley, Youth Worker 
 In a whirlwind of activity one loses sight of time and before you know it the kids are 
suited up with backpacks and heading out to school.  Upon reflection one can only wonder 
how we have been able to fit so much into so little time!  Summer consisted of 6 camp days, 
where kids 6-11 got to explore their inner nature nut, field trips to the fire hall and safety city 
and tons of activities in the backyard, with the slip’n slide pulling away as a group favorite. 
From relay races to arts and crafts the kids continue to exhibit their potential in multiple and 
varied ways.  During our Summer Olympics our kids got to work together as a team and dem-
onstrate their ability to communicate with and encourage each other to do great things all the 
while having fun.  Not only are these activities an opportunity to develop important life skills, 
but as one girl stated: “ I liked the Olympics because my mom and I always watch the Olym-
pics together and it is so fun to get to do it in real life.” 
 While all these activities are for younger children, the teens are certainly not forgotten 
about.  The summer gives the teens a chance to get to know Edmonton, its festivals and re-
sources, at the same time as they get to know each other.  With outings to the street perform-
ers, Capital Ex, the Fringe, the Water Park and the outdoor pool the teens were able to de-
velop great friendships and have a blast experiencing a true Edmonton summer. 
Though summer is coming to a close and everyone must return to the books, it is safe to say 

that this summer has been one to remember   --  full of friends, fun and new happy memories! 
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Help us furnish the Home Next Door! 

 
You are cordially invited to WINGS 

Home Suite Home Shower 
Welcome 30 new families to our Home Next Door 

 
Sunday afternoon October 23, 2011.  130 P.M.  

Delta Edmonton South Hotel  
4404 Gateway Boulevard, Edmonton 

Enjoy a fashion show courtesy of Identity Clothing 
Shoe fashion show courtesy of Lord’s Shoes 

 Play some fun & silly shower games   
 

Bring a housewarming shower gift ~ Check with our website for 
gift ideas 

Buy a table $240  (for 8)  
Call Rhonda Janzen for tickets  780-426-4985  

Our Home Next Door 

Great Progress!  Hope 

we can soon announce  

we reached  our  goal. 
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Wish List (*** Priority Items) 

(Wings has 20 fully furnished apartments) 

****New Pillows  (there are 72 beds) 
***Single Sheet sets, matching bedspreads 
***Single mattress pads 
***Mops, brooms, dustpans 
Baby/kids/teen winter clothing/** 
Variety of sizes – indoor runners 
Turkeys or hams for Thanksgiving 
Turkey trimmings 
***Craft supplies – smelly markers 
****Laundry hampers 
Coffee supplies 
Lamp sets for living rooms 
Bedroom lamps 
2 Large crock pots 
Non perishable foods, Baby formula 
2 or 3 Cool mist humidifiers 
***Grocery Gift certificates used for Emergency food and Collective 
Kitchen cooking 
****Shampoo, conditioner, tooth paste, floss  
****School supplies for all ages   
(back to school is so hard for the families at Wings) 
 
 

Dream List 
No more family violence!  
Volunteers in child care – especially on Fri mornings   
Volunteers - Special events committee*** 

2 newer computer upgrades for 2 ailing ones.  
Only $1.4 million to finish the Capital Campaign! 
 

Sometimes we can accept furniture (in good repair) but we have no storage so we 
need to send it directly to a family moving out.  If you have good used furniture to 
donate – please call us first.   Delivery is also a challenge so if you can help with that 
it is even better for the family receiving it.  Thanks so much. 

 
 

 

We are trying to make it as easy as possible for 
donors.  You can now make monetary donations 
to Wings of Providence online!  Just visit our web-
site  www.wingsofprovidence.ca and click on the 
icon “Donate now’ through CanadaHelps.org.  It 
is that simple.  Thank you for your support. 

 

     Donate Online 

http://www.wingsofprovidence.ca/
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Payment 

 

VISA/MC #  _____________________________________ Expiry Date (Month/Year) _____________ 

 

Name (as it appears on Credit Card )_______________________________ 

 

Address  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E mail    ________________________________________________ Phone  ______________________ 

 
THANK YOU for your gift.  Together we can make a difference. 

Families at Wings struggle constantly with poverty and all the barriers that 
brings.   Please support Wings.   Cheques payable to:  Wings of Provi-
dence, or you can donate by credit card, or  you can donate online at 
www.wingsofprovidence.ca 

____     $5 Membership  ____      $25  ___    $50 

____  $100    ____    $ My preferred contribution 

____     I would like to support Wings with a monthly contribution 
 (tax receipt issued annually in December) 

Thank You 
Al Terra Engineering 

Aluma Systems 

Allard Foundation 

Atco Electric 

Brenda Blakey 

Brenda Chmilar 

Bruce Sembaliuk 

Bryan & Kathleen O’Donnell 

Canadian Womens Foundation 

Catherine Myles 

Cindy Stefura 

Clark Builders 

Connie Lloyd 

Conrad Bodnar 

Dacro Industries 

Dale & Betty Joslin 

Denise Lavoie-Cyr 

Dorothy Gill 

Earl Johnston Bobcats 

-Cathy & Earl Johnston 

(Nice back to school shoes) 

. 

 Edmonton Area Council Beta Sigma Phi 

Edmonton Community Foundation 

Filles De La Sagusse Canada 

Fred & Adelle Prather 

Henrietta & Javaid Naqvi 

Imperial Oil Foundation 

Laur Nett Comm 

Joan Duhig 

Joy Toop 

Kathleen Lentz 

Kinettes Club of Edmonton 

Knights of Colombus—St. Nicholas Council 

L.A. Brayer Holdings 

Laur Nett Comm 

Lesley Anne Jacobson 

Lionel Whaley 

Marie Broda– Lakhram 

Muriel Hole 

N. McDonald Professional Corp 

Ric Forest 

Pythian Sisters ( Great school supplies) 

Sisters of Holy Cross 

Sisters of Providence 

Spartan Controls 

St. Basils Ukranian  Catholic Church 

St. Pauls Foundation 

St.Josephs College CWL 

Telus 

Thread Protectors 

Towne & Countree Kitchens 

Vivian Broks 

Wendy Bariie 

http://www.wingsofprovidence.ca/
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Marta Burns , President thanking Bill Godfrey 

for 6 years on the board. 
AGM—Wings staff Kendra, Roger & Christie  

Things were so beautiful for the Tea: this Gar-

den Package was packed with treats. 

Another great Mother’s Day 

Tea!  Sam, Marta, Heather 

Wendy Barrie (seated) always working!  Selling 

bricks for the Home Next Door. 

Wonderful volunteers. 
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                                BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Marta Burns, President 

Carole Noland, Vice President 
Dan Wiart, Treasurer 

Laurette Morris, Secretary 
Alan Knowles 
Wendy Barrie 

Joan Duhig 
Victoria Smith 

Donna Stephenson 
Ellie Merrick 

Sr. Germaine Chalifoux 
James Cregan, Q.C. 
Jonathan Kitteringham 

Alice Keylor, Past President 

STAFF 
Patricia Garrett, Executive Director 

Linda Churchill, Mgr Resources/Develop 
Karen Kingdom, Program Coordinator 

Chantal Hunter, Transition Worker 
Penny Giacomoni, Support Worker 
Tracy Menifee, Support Worker 

Rhonda Janzen , Fund Dev. Assistant 
Jody George, Facility Coordinator 

Jane Kooistra, Childcare Supervisor 
Dianne Devereux, Childcare 

Christie Rehill, Childcare 
Sharon Harding, Accounting 
Amirtha Santhiran, Accounting 

Patricia Clark, VON  

 
Kendra Cowley, Youth Worker 

Stephanie Mahe, Security/Reception 
Dionicio Barrales, Security/Reception  

Susan Sweetman, Security/Reception  
Marcela Lillo, Security Reception  
Charlene Laplante, Security/Reception 

Sarah Herbert, Security/Reception 
Cheryl Holburn, Security/Reception 

Elysia Grubbs, Security/Reception 
Roger Malenfant, Maintenance/Security 

    Look out for our 

 6th Annual Online Auction 

& Make Believe Ball 
 

 

Online Auction from 
October 26 to November 02 

 

To take part go to 

www.wingsofprovidence.ca 


