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Dove Tales  
Women in Need Growing Stronger  Christmas  2011 

 

Gifts of time and love are surely the basic ingredients of a 
truly merry Christmas.  

~Peg Bracken 
 
 

 December is always a wondrous time of the year at WINGS.  Each year we have fami-
lies who have not always experienced the greatest Christmases in the past - - and each year 
we have our faithful and giving supporters who make Christmas truly merry through the gifts of 
time and love.  Our families learn that Christmas is about family, but not always about family as 
we traditionally define it ï more like: ñA group of people who love each other and will always be 
there for each other.ò   Sounds like WINGS. 
 During this holiday season we will be relying heavily on our WINGS family.  As usual 
we want to give the momôs and their children a Christmas to remember ï a Christmas to learn 
to celebrate together, to heal and to give.  But this year we are also expecting a gift from Clark 
Builders - - the keys to our Home Next Door!  Clark is now (and has been for several years) a 
big part of our WINGS family.   They have worked hard to get our building ready for us before 
the New Year so we can move some of the families at WINGS into a home they may just 
spend next Christmas in!  It is a wonderful gift! 
 As you will see inside, we are working hard to make sure we will have the apartments 
fully furnished and cozy as a nest!  We will need the help of many more members of the 
WINGS family to complete the next phase of our project and we know we can count on our 
supporters to help us ñfeather our nestsò. 
 As always Christmas and the end of the calendar year is a great time to look back and 
take stock of where we have been and what is coming next.  It makes my head spin thinking 
about all we have accomplished this year!  It may spin faster thinking about what we have yet 
to accomplish (we still need $1.5 million so we donôt have a mortgage on the new building!)  
But I know the WINGS family can do it.  Thank you so much to our staff, my fellow board mem-
bers, all our volunteers and all who have supported WINGS in whatever way they could ï your 
gifts of time and love are the basic ingredients of a truly Merry Christmas and will sustain us 
through the next year. 

I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.  
~Charles Dickens 

Marta Burns,  
President  
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Join Us  

WINGS Suite Nesting Jamboree 
Nesting = making a place more homelike 

Jamboree = a big celebration 

WINGS Suite Nesting Jamboree is a multi-phased event to create a cozy warn home for each 

of the new occupants of our Home Next Door. 

Phase 1 Twig Gathering 
Phase 1 will involve creating an inventory of all the home items we received at 

the Home Suite Home Shower, discovering what we are still need for the 

apartments and seeking specific donations. If this can be done before Christ-

mas we can target schools, corporations and individuals for Christmas giving. 

This phase will also include moving all the items to the basement of the new 

building and sorting in preparation for Phase 2.  

 

Phase 2 Nesting 
Phase 2 will involve 29 teams of 1 to 4 or 5 people. Each team will be responsible for 

ñnestingò one apartment ï making it move in ready for a family in need. Each team will be 

required to ñfeather their nestò with a $300 participation fee. The team will gather items from 

the basement and put together their apartment. The $300 fee can be taken and used to buy any 

deficiencies seen in the apartment (place mats/art/towels etc.). The teams will have the week-

end to complete the nesting. 

Phase 3 Bringing the fledglings home. 

Phase 3 will be moving the families in to the Home Next Door.   

Wings  -  Women in need growing stronger! 

To reserve a nesting opportunity call Linda or Rhonda 

780-426-4985 or email lchurchill@wingsofprovidence.ca 

 

 
 
Growing stronger   é 
Wings received a thank you from a mom which was very touching.  We extend this thank you 
to all our supporters because you are a part of this: 
The mom wrote: 
ñDear Wings, (all Wings Staff)ô 
Words canôt explain how thankful I am for all the support and the things we got to learn.  I hold 
a special place in my heart for all of you at Wings.   I feel so blessed that there is help like this 
for women.  I know I have a long road ahead still, but I feel that this last 6 months at Wings has 
made me stronger as a mother and as a woman.  I look forward to the ongoing support.  Thank 
you all.  With love from   ..ò 
A mom on her journey through Wings.  (she included a lovely family picture too) 

mailto:lchurchill@wingsofprovidence.ca
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Women in Need growing stronger   é 

We Belong é    I have the privileged position of being the one who interviews  applicants 

for the program here at Wings.  It is a difficult time for the women as they can be raw with hav-
ing just left the abusive situation.  They are overwhelmed and fearful.  They wonder where they 
will live and if their little family will ever be safe.  During and interview, after listening to her 
story, we tour the Wings facility and view an apartment.  It starts with a glimmer of hope of a 
different life, of a home. 
Here are some comments from the women and children when they first view the apartment at 
Wings. 
ñThis is beautiful! It has everything!ò (Moms often get teary when they view the suites) 
ñLook it has beds! This is my room!ò  
ñMom can we live here? Are there other kids here? (exclaimed with joy!)ò 
ñMom I want to live here! Can we stay forever?ò    

They want to have a home.  Now that we are building the Home Next Door the Moms often 
enquire if they can live there after Wings.  Some pick out an apartment (they want a corner 
suite!). They enquire about daycare.  They ask about the local schools and local amenities.  
They want a community of support in which to grow and belong. 
To our supporters I say Thank You for all you have done to help them have a home and to 
support the Home Next Door.  You are providing a home, a community of support and a 
chance to live safely and with dignity.  They know they are not alone.   
 
Merry Christmas 
Karen Kingdom 
Program Coordinator 

é   growing stronger 
 
This Halloween our teens decided to plan, prepare and host a party for the younger 
kids. What from the outside appeared to be simply an occasion to indulge in candy ga-
lore (which I should say everyone was very excited to do) proved to have so many 
other unintended benefits. Putting aside their own desire for the spooky and sweet the 
teens spent days decorating, creating, planning activities and preparing snacks to be 
enjoyed by their younger siblings and friends. When the day of the party arrived the 
teens rushed around to make sure every detail was perfect; they were almost more ex-
cited than the anxious party guests. Party time hit, the teens took their positions, the 
guests arrived, and everyone had an awesome time. while it was incredible to see the 
delight and sugar-induced excitement on the kids faces, the highlight of the evening 
was witnessing the kindness and gentleness with which the teens treated their audi-
ence and the pride they took in bringing them joy. Furthermore, they stayed for over an 
hour afterwards to help clean up! It was so wonderful to see what a positive environ-
ment the teens inspired and the sense of accomplishment they walked away with was 
absolutely amazing! It was a happy Halloween indeed! 
 
Kendra Cowley, 
Youth Worker 



4 WINGS of Providence, PO Box 32141, Edmonton AB T6K 4C2 

Phone: (780) 426-4985 ǈ Fax (780) 424-3625 ǈ www.wingsofprovidence.ca ǈ BN 119300549-RR0001 

 

 

CHILD CARE CHATTER  
 Because preschool children canôt always put their feelings  to words, I wanted to share 
with you some of what the little ones have shared with staff and what staff has observed during 
their stay at WINGS: 

Quiet, scared, worried and shy, 
Angry, aggressive, confused and loud. 
So many feelings and questions why? 

But to express them is not allowed. 
 

My Dad beats my Mom 
And I was so scared. 

There was yelling and fighting. 
To staff this was shared. 

 
So many changes, 
So much to take in. 

It seems all too much, 
Where do I begin? 

 
Mom goes to group, 
And I come to play. 

No more hitting and screaming, 
I am not afraid! 

 
Now my Dad canôt hurt us, 

And I am safe. 
I like my new house, 

WINGS is a great place! 
 

 Thank you to all of you for being a part of this journey of healing for these little children 
at WINGS through your generous giving and support!  What an incredible gift we can together 
give to these little ones! 
 Dianne, Christie and I wish you a very blessed Christmas! 
 
Jane Kooistra 
Child Care Supervisor 

We are trying to make it as easy as possible for do-
nors.  You can now make monetary donations to 
Wings of Providence online!  Just visit our web-
site  www.wingsofprovidence.ca and click on the icon 
òDonate nowõ through CanadaHelps.org.  It is that 
simple.  Thank you for your support. 

 
Donate 
Online 

Statistics  
From April 1, 1987 to Nov 30, 2011 

WINGS has accommodated 943 families including: 
943  women with 

2176 children 
For a total of  3119 persons 

 
 

Presently we have 20 moms and 57 children in the building.  

This is the highest number of children we have had to-date. 

http://www.wingsofprovidence.ca/


 5 

 

Dovetales   é 
 As you know we named our Newsletter Dovetales.  There are many 
tales to tell at Wings. The most interesting are the stories from the moms and 
the children and their journey.  There are, however, many tales to tell in fund 
raising. 
 Part of our story if feeling stretched   é  as I am sure our donors feel.  
There is annual fund raising to do.  There is the Capital Campaign to complete 
raising $7 million dollars for the Home Next Door.  Another facet is our óNest 
Egg Clubô, the ongoing awareness of how we are preparing for the future with 
an endowment fund at the Edmonton Community Foundation.  As Marta so 
aptly put it ï we have had some pleasurable distractions from the real work of 
fund raising.  One of those distractions was the Home Suite Home Shower for 
the Home Next Door.  It was truly a lot of fun to plan and make happen.  We 
saw so many new supporters at the event.   And the mountain of gifts!   But we 
must get back to the work.  Are you interested in participating in a Capital Cam-
paign Committee? 
 I was just reading some fund raising information and a particular News-
letter said if everyone reading their Newsletter donated $50 ï their fund raising 
would be over.  Wings has a small base.  I think everyone reading our Newslet-
ter would have to donate $1000 and then we could consider our task done;  at 
least for this year and for the Home Next Door.   Respectfully remembering of 
course, we  have many everyday people who support us unconditionally.  This 
is Wingsô strength.  Thank you for seeing value in our work and then knowing 
we need funding to continue. 
 To quickly sum up the past two months:  A Oilers game required 65 vol-
unteers.  We did it.  We needed some help in fund raising.  We promoted 
Rhonda Janzen into a part time position.  Welcome Rhonda.   Jennifer Brad-
shaw and her committee made the óGirls Night Inô event at the Derrick an un-
precedented success.  Our online auction and Make Believe Ball did very well 
considering we kept it simmering on the back burner just a little too long.  Those 
tickets are still available for the Make Believe Ball!   We will sell 50 50 tickets at 
an Oil King Game Dec 8.  No Room In the Inn has chosen to support our Home 
Next Door.  So many congregations and parishes will be involved.  Cenovus is 
excited to be part of the Home Next Door.    
 
 You see there are tales to tell. 
 
May you all have a blessed Christmas. 
Linda Churchill, Mgr Resources/Development 
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The wonder of Christmaséthe day Wings was decorated a 

little girl was lost in awe!  She is staring at the tiny nativity 

scene beneath the Christmas tree.  She is oblivious to the cam-

era behind her! 

Decorating day at Wings  - our foyer tree is remark-

able (was donated) it has a turquoise and purple theme 

with masks and huge ornaments  ï staff ï masked! 

Literacy Meeting   --  lots of great books to 

Wings.  Thanks ladies.  Alberta Blue Cross ï Hearts of Blue, con-

tinue to support Wings year after year.  

Ashley Bolduc is making the presentation 

on behalf of her group. 

Staff, Unmasked! And chief decorators:  B L-R An-

drea, student placement, Jane, Patti, Karen, Front 

Christie , Dianne and Rhonda 
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ñHome Suite Homeò shower.  HSHS   Staff, Sharon 

Harding and her guests enjoying the shower.  Donôt 

think they won the Wingo game!  One of these fine 

ladies also volunteers regularly in our child care. HSHS ï Sara ï another radi-

ant volunteer model with 

gorgeous vibrant blue hair.   

(Think she looks like Pat?) 

HSHS  -  Angela ï you are a 

natural at modeling!  Love the 

vibrant blue hair. HSHS.  Seanna Collins was emcee for the shower.  

She also brought her own table of guests.  Babes with-

out Babes -- continue to want the best for Wings and 

the women living here. 

HSHS ï Loading up pallets and trucks.  Kris 

Keylor and Don Noland were gems.  
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LNI ï Look at these lovely organizers having 

fun too.  Dianne Taillefer, Jennifer Bradshaw 

and Andrea.  

LNI ï Guru Catering  -  Delish! Indian food.  

Thank you for feeding the masses.  

Look at these classy red hard hats.  Staff finally got a 

glimpse of the new building.  They are thrilled to see it 

first hand.  L-R, Christie,  Amirtha, Rhonda, Jane, Dianne, 

Patti and Paul Moores, Clark Super. 

Pat Garrett  and Paul 

Moores  in the middle of the 

tour for staff of the Home 

Next Door.  Smile for the 

camera! 

Ladies Night In at the Derrick  -  LNI -  a beehive 

of activity in the shopping area.  
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For all of you who attended the Home Suite Home Shower you know what a grand event it was.  

Thanks to all who came and brought gifts to furnish the Home Next Door.    We have to furnish 30 

suites.  We made a big dent in the task but we have a ways to go.  The inventory list is attached.  

Many of you have been asking for this list.  (there are a sprinkling of pictures throughout the News-

letter). 

 

Living Room                Needed         Received 

T.V./ DVD 30 0 

Vacuum 30 1 

Fans 30 0 

Lamps 60 2 

Sofa/ lvseat/ Chairs/ End 
Tables 

30 0 

  

Bedrooms (Single Beds)  

Clock Radio 30 0 

Night Table 66 0 

Single Bed 132 0 

Dresser 66 0 

Single Bed Covers 132 38 

Single Sheet Sets 132 64 

Mattress Pads 132 2 

Pillows 198 198 

Blankets 132 20 

Lamps 66 2 

  

Bathroom  

Shower Curtain 30 4 

Bathmats 30 9 

  

Kitchen                             Needed         Received 

Table &Chairs 30 0 

Dish Sets 30 6 

Cutlery Sets 30 1 

Mixing Bowls 30 47 

Hand Mixer 30 3 

Casserole Dishes 30 24 

Coffee Maker 30 26 

Can Opener 30 15 

Microwave 30 0 

Pots, Pans & Fry Pans 30 44 

Toaster 30 21 

Crock Pot 30 17 

  

Linens  

Towels 120 115 

Facecloths 120 122 

Hand Towels 120 78 

Laundry Baskets 30 9 

  

General  

Clocks 30 5 

Garbage Cans 30 2 

CD Player 30 0 

 
Congratulations Grey Cup Pool Winners 
1st quarter           W 11     E 0           Brad Beller 

 
  Half time              W 14     E 6           Sharleen Ossevorth 

 
         3rd Quarter          W 24     E 9           Roger Malenfant 

 
         Final                    W 34    E23           Jeanette Filthaut 

 

Once again Michelle Rouselle topped the Sellers list.  She and her band of merry men and 
women sold a total of 550 tickets.  Well done.  



10 WINGS of Providence, PO Box 32141, Edmonton AB T6K 4C2 

Phone: (780) 426-4985 ǈ Fax (780) 424-3625 ǈ www.wingsofprovidence.ca ǈ BN 119300549-RR0001 

 

Payment 

 

VISA/MC #  _____________________________________ Expiry Date (Month/Year) _____________ 

 

Name (as it appears on Credit Card )_______________________________ 

 

Address  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E mail    ________________________________________________ Phone  ______________________ 
 

THANK YOU for your gift. Together we can make a difference 

Families at Wings struggle constantly with poverty and all the barriers 
that brings. This is especially a stark reality at Christmas. Please support 
Wings. Cheques payable to: Wings of Providence, or you can donate by 
credit card, or you can donate online at www.wingsofprovidence.ca  

____     $5 Membership  ____      $25  ___    $50 

 

____  $100    ____    $ My preferred contribution 

 

____     I would like to support Wings with a monthly contribution 
 (tax receipt issued annually in December)  

 

 

 

 

 

Gift wrapping days.  Can you help?   

Tues Dec 20 at 10 Am 

Wed Dec 21 at 9 AM 

If you can help  -  please call ahead and arrange 

it.  Contact Linda   780-426-4985 
or lchurchill@wingsofprovidence.ca 

Please  NO   Donations of GENTLY USED clothing 

or household items in DECEMBER.    We are like a 

little North Pole workshop here during December 

and must do Christmas work.  Space is at a premium.  

We resume our donation program the second week 

of January.  Thanks. 

Keep your eyes on the calendar.   

 

Our Motherôs Day Tea will be Saturday May 5, 2012.   

 

Spring Fling will be in April 2012 

mailto:lchurchill@wingsofprovidence.ca
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Thank You       

ABS Bingo supplies 

All who gave to online auction 

Ann & John Dea 

Annette Lefebvre 

Betty Hillier 

Carole Noland 

Cenovus Energy Inc 

 Connie Lloyd 

Corporate Edge Promotional Prod. 

Cory Janssen 

Dan Wiart 

Derrick Country Club 

Eldon & Anne Foote Family Fund 

Esther Ondrack 

Fran Weekes 

Guru Catering 

Humford Management 

Identity Clothing 

Jennifer  Bradshaw and ladies. 

Joyce Galante 

Keith Peterson 

Knights of Columbus 

Ladies Aux.  of St. Thomas Moore 

Ladies Auxiliary to Strathcona 

Lilly Miedzinski 

Lordôs Shoes 

Louise Rae 

MacLachlan & Mitchell Homes 

Marc & Andrea Roy 

Mary Robbins 

Maureen & Louis Chauvet 

Myrna Mauer & friends 

OLPQ Camp 
Patricia Foisy 

PDQ Mechanical 

Petro Comm 

Ralph Friederichsen 

Raywalt Construction 

RB William Ind. Supplies Ltd 

Realtors Community Fdn. 

Ron & Joan Valens 

Servus Credit Union 

Sisters of Providence 

St. Josephôs Assembly, 

Sue McDonald 

Telus group & Patti Kostiuk 

Visitation Province-Congregation of Notre Dame 

Walmart Canada 

Windsor Plywood 

Wish List (*** priority items) 
(Wings has 20 furnished apartments) 

*** Single mattress pads 

   (ea. of 48 bedrooms have 2 single/twin beds) 

***Children toys (new Age 0-17) 

**** winter boots, coats, snow pants 

Non perishable foods, Baby formula, diapers 

Shampoo, deodorant, feminine products 

***Turkeys or hams 

****Christmas oranges/apples 

***Grocery Gift certificates 

   For trimmings for turkeys/hams 

Grocery certificates for outreach 

Bus tickets for outreach 

Movie passes for teens 

Wrapping paper, gift bags, tags, bows, 

Coffee supplies 

****Child care volunteers for mornings  

Volunteers for Oil King 50 50,  Dec 8 

For Youth groups Wii Just Dance 2 or 3 

Current childrenôs movies 

 

Dream List 

No more family violence!  Peace on Earth!  

Winter boots for all 

To find 1.3 Million to complete Our Home Next 

Door 

All the furnishings for Our Home Next Door 

Newer computer for Youth worker 
 
 

Sometimes we can accept furniture (in good re-
pair) but we have no storage so we need to send 
it directly to a family moving out. If you have good 
used furniture to donate ς please call us first.   
Delivery is also a challenge so if you can help with 
that it is even better for the family receiving it.  
Thanks so much. 
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